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Advice Note on contents of a Sustainable Drainage Statement 

 

SURREY HEATH BOROUGH COUNCIL 

1. Introduction 

1.1 The Government has strengthened planning policy on the provision of sustainable 
drainage and new consultation arrangements for major planning applications are being 
introduced from 15th April 2015.  

1.2 Decisions about the suitability of sustainable drainage provision are made by the local 
planning authority.  However, under the new consultation arrangements Surrey County 
Council, in its role as Lead Local Flood Authority (LLFA), is a statutory consultee for all 
major applications.  Previously the Environment Agency had that statutory 
responsibility.  

1.3 Therefore all major planning applications submitted from 6th April 2015 will need to be 
supported by a Surface Water Drainage Statement. The Council’s Local Validation List 
will be updated to reflect this requirement.  

1.4 The purpose of this advice note is to set out what information should be included in 
such statements.  

2. Requirements 

2.1 It will be essential that the type of sustainable drainage system (SuD) for a site, along 
with details of its extent/position, is identified at the design stage of the whole scheme.  
This information will be required for both outline and full applications so it is clearly 
demonstrated that the SuD can be accommodated within the development that is 
proposed. 

2.2 It will not now be acceptable to leave the design of SuDs to a later stage to be dealt 
with by planning conditions.  

2.3 Surface water run-off should be controlled as near to its source as possible through a 
sustainable drainage approach to surface water management. SuDs seek to mimic 
natural drainage systems and retain water on or near to the site, when rain falls, in 
contrast to traditional drainage approaches, which tend to pipe water off-site as quickly 
as possible. SuDs therefore offer significant advantages over conventional piped 
drainage systems. 

2.4 Approved Document Part H of the Building Regulations 2010 also establishes a 
hierarchy for surface water disposal, which encourages a SuDS approach beginning 
with infiltration where possible e.g. soakaways or infiltration trenches. Where SuDS are 
used, it must be established that these options are feasible, can be adopted and 
properly maintained and would not lead to any other environmental problems.  
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2.5 Where the intention is to dispose to soakaway, these should be shown to work through 
an appropriate assessment carried out under Building Research Establishment Digest 
365.  

2.6 Before disposal of surface water to the public sewer is considered all other options set 
out in Approved Document Part H of the Building Regulations 2010 should be 
exhausted. When no other practicable alternative exists to dispose of surface water 
other than the public sewer, the Water Company or its agents should confirm that there 
is adequate spare capacity in the existing system taking future development 
requirements into account.  

2.7 Where an application is part of a larger site which already has planning permission it is 
essential that the new proposal does not compromise the drainage scheme already 
approved.  

2.8 Development which involves a culvert or an obstruction to flow on an Ordinary 
Watercourse will require consent under the Land Drainage Act 1991 and the Floods 
and Water Management Act 2010. In the case of an Ordinary Watercourse the 
responsibility for Consenting lies with the Lead Local Flood Authority (LLFA). An 
Ordinary Watercourse is defined as any watercourse not identified as a Main River on 
maps held by the Environment Agency and DEFRA. For further information on 
Ordinary Watercourses contact the LLFA. The Environment Agency would still wish to 
be consulted on any proposed culverting or an obstruction to flow on a Main River 

3. Further information and guidance 

3.1 Applicants are strongly advised to discuss their proposals with the LLFA at the pre-
application stage to ensure that an acceptable SuDS scheme is submitted. To consult 
the LLFA please email suds@surreycc.gov.uk 
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