
 

 

 

 

Remembering the Battle of the Somme                                          

through Creative Writing 

 

The 1st July 2016 will mark 100 years since the first day of the Battle of the Somme.  

In order to commemorate this day we have put together a creative writing 

competition. This is open to 14 to 19 year olds living in (or going to school/college 

in) the borough of Surrey Heath, and for which we are asking you to write a Battle of 

the Somme inspired monologue. 

The competition is free to enter and entrants can send in only one monologue 

each. Your monologue must be no more than 600 words in length, follow the 

layout rules, and be your own work.   

The work will be judged by a panel consisting of Stephen Mooney, a poet, publisher 

and lecturer in Creative Writing at the University of Surrey, along with the Mayor of 

Surrey Heath and Surrey Heath Museum staff. 

There will be a prize for the overall winner and a runner up. 

Winner’s prize – £15 Waterstones voucher and 1 year’s Camberley Theatre 

membership 

Runner up’s prize - £10 Waterstones voucher 

The winning works will be read out at the opening of the Museum’s ‘Local Legacy 

of Warfare’ exhibition on 1st July 2016. Plus all entrants will have their monologue 

published on the Museum’s Facebook page and displayed in the Museum exhibition. 
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How to Enter: 

Layout rules: 

The character of your monologue must be ‘Corporal Edwin Harry Parker’, who 

lived in this area and died at the Somme on the first day of battle. You must 

incorporate (subtly) some of the information provided about him into your writing. 

The monologue needs to be in three sections  

1. The day he signs up to join the army in Camberley 

2. In the trenches, the day before the battle begins 

3. Laying dying in No Man’s Land on 1st July 1916 

The whole monologue must be no more than 600 words and 5 minutes in length. 

 

Where to send it: 

Send your entries as a Word document to museum@surreyheath.gov.uk with the 

email subject as ‘Somme Competition’. Please note that we will only accept one 

per entrant. 

You must include your name, age, address and postcode, email address, contact 

telephone number and school or college you attend. 

Entries must have reached us by Tuesday 21st June 2016 and judging will be 

completed by 29th June, after which the winners will be contacted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Knoll Road, Camberley, Surrey, GU15 3HD. 

Tel: (01276) 707284. Free Admission 

Email: museum@surreyheath.gov.uk 

Open Wednesday to Saturday 11.00am - 5.00pm 

Surrey Heath Borough Council 

Great Place • Great Community • Great Future 

  

mailto:museum@surreyheath.gov.uk
mailto:museum@surreyheath.gov.uk


PARKER, Edwin Harry, Corporal. 

7th Battalion, Queens Royal West Surrey Regiment. 

Died 1st July 1916. 

 

Edwin Parker was born in Camberley in 1892, one of the 9 children of George 

and Sarah Parker. He was baptised in St. Michael’s Church on 1st May 1892. At 

the start of the Great War, the family was living at 35 Obelisk Street, and the 

still single Edwin worked as a domestic Groom. 

Having signed up at the start of the War, Edwin married his sweetheart Ada, a 

Milliner’s apprentice, in St. Michael’s Church on the 9th July 1915, the service 

being conducted by the incumbent Rector, Randall Parsons. Within months of 

the wedding, the Surreys were mobilised and Edwin went with his Regiment to 

fight in France. 

On the first day of the Battle of the Somme, the Regiment went “over the top” 

and attacked a series of German trenches about a quarter of a mile across just 

west of Montauban. The heavy fighting went on for over 12 hours and 

consolidated a front of about 260 yards. But, by the end of that day, the 

Regiment had lost some 13 officers and 174 soldiers, with a further 284 

wounded and 56 missing, never found. Edwin Parker died on the very first day 

of the Battle of the Somme, and is today buried in the Danzig Military 

Cemetery in Mametz, Northern France. 

Ada was left a Widow after less than a year, and childless. She had been living 

with her parents at their home 2 Hazlemere, in Branksome Hill Road, College 

Town, where she stayed after the early death of her Husband. 
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Terms and Conditions 

1. This competition is organised and run by Surrey Heath Museum (SHM). 

2. This competition is open only to young people aged between 14 and 19 years old who 

are living in, or attending a school in, Surrey Heath borough. Those aged at either end of 

the age range must be within the age range on 1st July 2016. 

3. The duration of the competition is from 14th April until 21st June 2016 (“The Term”) 

and all entries must have reached us by 21st June 2016. 

4. There will be an overall winner and a runner up. 

5. Each winner shall receive a prize. 

6. All entries submitted must: 

a. be the writers own work 

b. have followed the layout rules 

c. be no longer than 600 words 

 

7. Each entrant shall be permitted to enter a maximum of one (1) piece. 

8. You must send your entries to: museum@surreyheath.gov.uk under the subject 

‘Somme Competition’. 

9. Entries must contain your name, age, address and postcode, email address, contact 

telephone number and name of the school you attend. 

10. The two winners will be notified by email. 

11. By entering this competition you agree to allow SHM and Surrey Heath Borough 

Council to use your work in their advertising material both online and in print should 

they wish to. 

12. If under 18 you must get permission from a parent/guardian to enter. 

13. By entering this competition you or your parent/guardian (if under 18) consent(s) to 

the use of your image, name and/or writing in any publicity carried out by SHM in 

connection with the competition, without further compensation. 

13. Entries must not have been submitted to any other competition or promotion 

anywhere in the world or previously published in any media. 

14. SHM do not accept liability for the publication of unlawfully reproduced entries. 

15. SHM takes no responsibility for corrupted or late entries. 

16. You agree that SHM’s decisions in relation to this competition shall be final in every 

situation, including any not mentioned above, and no correspondence (except for 

notifying the winners) will be entered into. 

18. SHM reserves the right to cancel or change this competition, or amend these Terms 

and Conditions at any stage in its absolute discretion. 
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