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SURREY HEATH BOROUGH COUNCIL 

Census 2021 Background 

The census happens every 10 years and gives a picture of all the people and 

households in England and Wales.  Census Day was on 21st March 2021. 

The census asks questions about you, your household and your home.  In doing 

so, it helps to build a detailed snapshot of our society.  This report covers 

Surrey Heath and includes comparisons to the 2011 Census, including Surrey’s 

ten other local authorities and the South East.  

 

POPULATION 
There were 59,597,300 people living in England and Wales on 21st March 2021.  This is over 3.5 

million more (6.3%) than in 2011 and is the largest census population ever recorded. 

   

Population of 

England 

56,489,800 
 

Population of Wales 

3,107,500 
 

Usual resident population 

in  

England and Wales 

56,597,300 

Source: Office for National Statistics 

 – Census 2021 

Source: Pixabay 
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South East 

Surrey Heath was ranked the 270th local authority in 

population size in England in 2021 falling 5 places from 

265th in 2011. 

The largest population increase in the South East were 

seen in Dartford and Milton Keynes where the 

populations has grown by 20% and 15% respectively. 

 

Surrey Local Authorities:  Resident Population graph 

 

Surrey Local Authorities:  Resident Population of Surrey (%) graph 
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Surrey Heath: Resident Population graph (2011 vs 2021)  
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POPULATION CHANGE 
The resident population of Surrey, counted by the 2021 Census, was 1,203,100. This represents 

an increase of 70,710 (6.2%) since 2011.  

All Surrey borough / district councils showed growth since 2011, with the highest growth seen in 

Reigate and Banstead (9.5%) and the lowest in Mole Valley (2.4%).  

Surrey Heath’s population grew from 86,144 in 2011 to 90,500 in 2021 a growth of 5.1%.  

This is lower than the overall increase for England (6.6%), and lower than the increase for the 

South East (7.5%).  Surrey Heath had the 4th lowest growth rate in Surrey from 2011. 

Surrey Local Authorities: Change in Population Table (2011 vs 2021) 

No Area name 
All 

persons 
2011 

All 
persons 

2021 

Change 
from 2011 

to 2021 

Percentage 
change from 
2011 to 2021 

1 Reigate and Banstead 137,835 150,900 13,065 9.50% 

2 Runnymede 80,510 88,100 7,590 9.40% 

=3 Spelthorne 95,598 103,000 7,402 7.70% 

=3 Epsom and Ewell 75,102 80,900 5,798 7.70% 

5 Elmbridge 130,875 138,800 7,925 6.10% 

6 Tandridge 82,998 87,900 4,902 5.90% 

7 Waverley 121,572 128,200 6,628 5.50% 

8 Surrey Heath 86,144 90,500 4,356 5.10% 

=9 Guildford 137,183 143,600 6,417 4.70% 

=9 Woking 99,198 103,900 4,702 4.70% 

11 Mole Valley 85,375 87,400 2,025 2.40% 
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Surrey Local Authorities:  Population Change graph (2011 vs 2021) 

 

Surrey Local Authorities:  Population Change Difference (%) graph  

(2011 vs 2021) 
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BIRTHS  

There were 624,828 live births in England and Wales in 2021, an increase of 1.8% from 616,936 

in 2020, but still below the 2019 figure (640,370); 2021 remains in line with the long term trend 

of decreasing live births seen before the coronavirus pandemic.   

The national stillbirth rate in 2021 increased to 4.1 stillbirths per 1,000 total births compared 

with 3.8 in 2020; this is higher than the rate seen before the coronavirus pandemic in 2019. 

Surrey Heath’s birth rate decreased by 10% (100 births) to 874 in 2021.   

Tandridge was the only local authority within Surrey where the birth rate increased, by 8% (70 

births).   

Woking’s birth rate decreased the most by 23% (327 births)  

Surrey Local Authorities:  Number of Live Births in Surrey graph  

(2011 vs 2021 comparison) 
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POPULATION DENSITY 

There are 3 people for every football pitch-sized piece of land in England.   

Surrey Heath is the 5th least densely populated of Surrey’s 11 local authority areas 

with around 7 people living on each football pitch-sized area of land. 

 
 

Surrey Local Authorities: Ordered by lowest population density table 

Surrey Local 

Authorities 

(Ranked) 

Surrey Local Authority 

No of people living on each 

football pitch-sized area of 

land 

1 Mole Valley 2 people 

=2 Tandridge 3 people 

=2 Waverley 3 people 

4 Guildford 4 people 

5 Surrey Heath 7 people 

=6 Reigate and Banstead 8 people 

=6 Runneymede 8 people 

8 Elmbridge 10 people 

9 Woking 12 people 

10 Spelthorne 16 people 

11 Epsom and Ewell 17 people 

Source: Office for National 

Statistics – Census 2021 
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Surrey Local Authorities:  Population Density Graph 
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HOUSEHOLDS 

The total number of households in Surrey, established by the 2021 Census, was 481,800.  This is 

an increase of 5.7% (26,009) since the previous Census. 

All Surrey local authorities saw an increase in average household size compared to the previous 

Census.  

Surrey Local Authorities:  Changes in the Number of Households - households 

with at least one usual resident graph (2011 vs 2021) 

 

The imputed average household size (mean average of residents per household) was 2.50 for 

Surrey – a higher value than for England as a whole.  

Amongst borough and district councils, average household size varies from 2.36 in Mole Valley 
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Surrey Local Authorities:  Household Size – Number of people within a 

Household graph (2021) 

Ranked Local Authority 
All usual 

residents 2021 

Number of 
households 
with at least 

one usual 
resident (2021) 

Average 
Household size 

(people per 
household) 

1 Epsom and Ewell 80,900 31,300 2.58 

2 Guildford 143,600 55,800 2.57 

3 Runnymede 88,100 34,800 2.53 

4 Reigate and Banstead 150,900 59,800 2.52 

=5 Woking 103,900 41,400 2.51 

=5 Surrey Heath 90,500 36,000 2.51 

7 Elmbridge 138,800 55,600 2.50 

8 Tandridge 87,900 35,600 2.47 

9 Spelthorne 103,000 41,800 2.46 

10 Waverley 128,200 52,400 2.45 

11 Mole Valley 87,400 37,100 2.36 

 

  



 Page 18 of 82 

   

 

 

 

SURREY HEATH BOROUGH COUNCIL 

www.surreyheath.gov.uk 

 

Surrey Heath:  Household Size – Number of People within a Household  

1 person 

in 

household 

2 person 

in 

household 

3 person 

in 

household 

4 person 

in 

household 

5 person in 

household 

6 person in 

household 

7 person 

in 

household 

8 person 

in 

household 

    

  

  

 

 

9,067 12,523 6,175 5,919 1,662 464 141 57 

25.2% 34.8% 17.1% 16.4% 4.6% 1.3% 0.4% 0.2% 

Data about household relationships might not always look consistent with legal partnership 

status. This is because of complexity of living arrangements and the way people interpreted 

these questions.  

This dataset provides Census 2021 estimates that classify households in Surrey Heath by the 

relationships between household members (household composition). 

Surrey Heath:  Household Composition 
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DEPRIVATION 

Definition 

Education: No person in the household has at least five or more GCSE passes (grade A* to 

C or grade 4 and above) or equivalent qualifications, and no person aged 16 to 18 years is a 

full-time student 

Employment: Where any member of a household, who is not a full-time student, is either 

unemployed or long-term sick 

Health and Disability: Any person in the household has general health that is “bad” or 

“very bad” or is identified as disabled 

Housing:  The household’s accommodation is either overcrowded, with an occupancy 

rating of negative 1 or less (implying that it has one fewer room or bedroom required for 

the number of occupants), or is in a shared dwelling, or has no central heating 

  

 
 

All 

Surrey Local 

Authorities 

had less than 1% of 

households that were 

‘deprived in four 

dimensions’. 

Spelthorne 

had the highest level of 

‘households deprived in 

3 dimensions’ with 

2.74%. 

Elmbridge 

had the highest level of 

‘households not 

deprived in any 

dimension’ with 

61.87% compared 

to Surrey Heath’s 

57.92% 

Surrey Heath 

had 1.74% 

‘households deprived in 

3 dimensions’. 

Surrey Heath:  Households by Deprivation Dimensions graph

 

Household is not deprived 
in any dimension

58%

Household is deprived in 
one dimension

31%

Household is deprived in 
two dimensions

9%

Household is deprived in 
three dimensions

2% Household is deprived in 
four dimensions

0%
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Surrey Local Authorities:  Households by Deprivation Dimensions graph 
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SEX   

All Surrey Local Authorities had a slightly higher female than male population. Surrey Heath 

population consisted of 51% females and 49% males. 

Surrey Local Authorities:  Usual Resident Population By Sex Table 

Area name All persons Females Males 

Surrey 1,203,100 616,100 587,100 

Elmbridge 138,800 71,700 67,000 

Epsom and Ewell 80,900 41,700 39,200 

Guildford 143,600 72,900 70,700 

Mole Valley 87,400 44,900 42,500 

Reigate and Banstead 150,900 77,000 73,800 

Runnymede 88,100 45,500 42,500 

Spelthorne 103,000 52,300 50,600 

Surrey Heath 90,500 46,000 44,500 

Tandridge 87,900 45,500 42,300 

Waverley 128,200 66,100 62,200 

Woking 103,900 52,300 51,600 

Surrey Local Authorities:  Usual Resident Population By Sex Graph 

(Comparison Chart) 
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What is your sex? 
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AGE  
 

The largest 5 year cohort across Surrey are those aged 50-54 years, with a population of 

87,300. 

The number of the Surrey population aged 4 years or below has decreased by 8.0% since the 

previous Census.  

The fastest growing cohort in Surrey compared to previous Census are those aged 70-74 years, 

with a growth of 34% (an additional 14,834 persons). This group reflects the post-WWII baby 

boom.  

Surrey Local Authorities:  Overall Usual Resident Population By Five-Year Age 

Group table (2011 vs 2021) 

Age 2011 Census 
2021 

Census 
change % change 

All persons 1,132,390 1,203,100 70,710 6.20% 

Aged 4 years and under 71,306 65,600 -5,706 -8.00% 

Aged 5 to 9 years 65,841 74,100 8,259 12.50% 

Aged 10 to 14 years 67,566 76,500 8,934 13.20% 

Aged 15 to 19 years 67,676 69,800 2,124 3.10% 

Aged 20 to 24 years 61,519 63,500 1,981 3.20% 

Aged 25 to 29 years 62,154 62,900 746 1.20% 

Aged 30 to 34 years 71,859 72,700 841 1.20% 

Aged 35 to 39 years 81,033 79,100 -1,933 -2.40% 

Aged 40 to 44 years 87,659 84,700 -2,959 -3.40% 

Aged 45 to 49 years 89,727 86,600 -3,127 -3.50% 

Aged 50 to 54 years 76,646 87,300 10,654 13.90% 

Aged 55 to 59 years 65,559 84,300 18,741 28.60% 

Aged 60 to 64 years 69,379 68,900 -479 -0.70% 

Aged 65 to 69 years 54,273 56,700 2,427 4.50% 

Aged 70 to 74 years 43,566 58,400 14,834 34.00% 

Aged 75 to 79 years 37,650 44,500 6,850 18.20% 

Aged 80 and over 58,977 67,500 8,523 14.50% 

Other older age groups have also increased in Surrey are those aged 75-79 years by 18.2%, and 

those aged 80 or older by 14.5%.  

What is your date of birth? 
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At a local authority level, the largest increases in the number of older people are:  

➢ 44.4% increase in the 70-74 age group in Reigate and Banstead 

➢ 37.5% increase in those aged 80 or above in Surrey Heath 

➢ 28.3% increase in 75-79 year olds in Tandridge 

A decrease of -7.3% was observed across England, indicating that birth rates have fallen since 

2016/17. This age group has fallen in all areas other than Runnymede (where it remained 

unchanged), with the largest decrease observed in Guildford, which saw a 17.4% reduction in 

the number of preschool children across the past decade. 

Surrey Local Authorities:  Key Age Groups table 

Local Authority 
Total 

populat-
ion 

‘Children’ 
(aged 0-19 

years) 

‘Working 
age’ (aged 

20-64 years) 

‘Older 
people’ 

(aged 65 or 
above) 

% 
‘Children’ 

% 
‘Working 

age’ 

% ‘Older 
people’ 

Mole Valley 87,400 18,700 47,800 20,800 21.40% 54.70% 23.80% 

Waverley 128,200 30,900 69,400 28,000 24.10% 54.10% 21.80% 

Tandridge 87,900 20,800 48,800 18,400 23.70% 55.50% 20.90% 

Surrey Heath 90,500 20,500 52,100 17,800 22.70% 57.60% 19.70% 

Spelthorne 103,000 23,600 60,600 18,600 22.90% 58.80% 18.10% 

Epsom and 

Ewell 
80,900 19,900 46,400 14,600 24.60% 57.40% 18.00% 

Elmbridge 138,800 35,600 78,300 24,800 25.60% 56.40% 17.90% 

Reigate and 

Banstead 
150,900 36,600 87,500 26,800 24.30% 58.00% 17.80% 

Guildford 143,600 33,600 85,000 25,100 23.40% 59.20% 17.50% 

Runnymede 88,100 20,900 51,900 15,100 23.70% 58.90% 17.10% 

Woking 103,900 25,000 61,600 17,100 24.10% 59.30% 16.50% 

Mole Valley had the highest proportion of ‘older people’ at 23.8%.  Woking had the lowest 

(16.5%). 

Amongst borough and districts, Elmbridge had the highest proportion of younger residents (at 

25.6%), and Mole Valley the lowest (21.4%). 

Woking had the highest proportion of ‘working age’ residents (59.3%) and Waverley the lowest 

(54.1%). 
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Surrey Heath:  Usual resident population by five-year age group table 

(2011 vs 2021) 

Age Group 2011 2021 
Increase 

/Decrease 
% 

Aged 4 years and under 5,129 4,500  -12.26% 

Aged 5 to 9 years 5,153 5,300  2.85% 

Aged 10 to 14 years 5,464 5,800  6.15% 

Aged 15 to 19 years 5,131 4,900  -4.50% 

Aged 20 to 24 years 4,207 4,200  -0.17% 

Aged 25 to 29 years 4,581 4,900  6.96% 

Aged 30 to 34 years 5,072 5,400  6.47% 

Aged 35 to 39 years 6,133 5,800  -5.43% 

Aged 40 to 44 years 7,101 6,100  -14.10% 

Aged 45 to 49 years 7,144 6,600  -7.61% 

Aged 50 to 54 years 6,146 7,000  13.90% 

Aged 55 to 59 years 5,191 6,700  29.07% 

Aged 60 to 64 years 5,287 5,400  2.14% 

Aged 65 to 69 years 4,267 4,400  3.12% 

Aged 70 to 74 years 3,401 4,600  35.25% 

Aged 75 to 79 years 2,954 3,600  21.87% 

Aged 80 to 84 years 1,955 2,500  27.88% 

Aged 85 to 89 years 1,182 1,800  52.28% 

Aged 90 years and over 646 900  39.32% 
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Surrey Heath:  Usual resident population by sex and five year age group graph 

 

Surrey Heath: Age – Split by 1 year graph 

 

Within Surrey’s 11 Local Authorities, Surrey Heath has: 

− 2nd lowest percentage of children (0-19 years) with 22.70%  (20,500) 

− 4th highest percentage of older people (65 and above) with 19.70% (17,800) 

− 6th highest percentage of working age adults (20-64 years) with 57.60% (52,100) 
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LEGAL PARTNERSHIP STATUS 
 

Surrey Heath and England:  Marital and Civil Partnership Status graph 
 

 

Surrey Heath:  Marital and Civil Partnership Status graph 

 

 

Never
married and

never
registered a

civil
partnership

Married or in
a registered

civil
partnership

 Married

 In a
registered

civil
partnership

Separated,
but still
legally

married or
still legally in

a civil
partnership

Divorced or
civil

partnership
dissolved

Widowed or
surviving civil
partnership

partner

Surrey Heath 30.1 53.1 53.0 0.1 1.9 8.6 6.2

England 37.9 44.7 44.5 0.2 2.2 9.1 6.1

30.1

53.1 53.0

0.1 1.9
8.6 6.2

37.9
44.7 44.5

0.2 2.2
9.1 6.1

0.0

10.0

20.0

30.0

40.0

50.0

60.0

%

Surrey Heath

England

Total: All usual 
residents aged 16 and 

over, 73,783

Never married and 
never registered a civil 

partnership, 22,223

Married or in a 
registered civil 

partnership, 39,208

Married, 39,113

In a registered civil 
partnership, 95

Separated, but still 
legally married or 

still legally in a 
civil partnership, 

1,399

Divorced or civil 
partnership dissolved, 

6,364

Widowed or surviving 
civil partnership 
partner, 4,589

What is your legal marital or registered civil partnership status? 
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LIVING ARRANGEMENTS 
The “living arrangements” classification combines responses to the question on marital and civil 

partnership status with information about whether or not a person is living in a couple. This 

topic is only applicable to people in households. Living arrangements differs from marital and 

civil partnership status because cohabiting takes priority over other categories. For example, if a 

person is divorced and cohabiting, then in results for living arrangements they are classified as 

cohabiting. 

Surrey Heath:  Living Arrangements graph 
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NATIONALITY 
 

Surrey Heath:  Country of Birth 

 

Surrey Heath - Country of birth  Number 

Europe: United Kingdom 75,028 

Europe: EU countries: European Union EU14 – counties who were member of the EU 

prior to 2004 - Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Republic of 

Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Portugal, Spain and Sweden 2,681 

Europe: EU countries: European Union EU8 Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, 

Lithuania, Poland, Slovakia, Slovenia 1,215 

Europe: EU countries: European Union EU2 Bulgaria and Romania 755 

Europe: EU countries: All other EU countries 129 

Europe: Non-EU countries: All other non-EU countries 620 

Africa 2,908 

Middle East and Asia 5,616 

The Americas and the Caribbean 1,080 

Antarctica and Oceania (including Australasia) and Other 387 

British Overseas 33 

Europe:   
United 

Kingdom 

75,028 

Europe:   
EU Countries 

5,400 

Europe:   
Non-EU 

Countries 

620 

2,908 

Middle East 
and Asia 

5,616 
The Americas 

and the 

Caribbean 

1,080 

Antarctica and 
Oceania (including 

Australasia) and 
Other 

387 

British 
Overseas 

33 

Source:  Bing 

What is your country of birth? 
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PASSPORT 
This dataset counts each person only once, so where a person is recorded as having more than 

one passport, they were counted only once, categorised in the following priority order: 

1. UK Passport 

2. Irish Passport 

3. Other Passport 

Only the first country written in “Other Passport” was taken. 

• 85.2% (77,056) of Surrey Heath held either UK/Ireland passport 

• 89.3% (80,761) of Surrey Heath held either UK/Irish/EU Member country passport. 

• 7.5% (6,719) of Surrey Heath did not hold any passport whatsoever 

 

Surrey Heath:  Passports Held 

 

 

 

Tables below show passports held in Surrey Heath by Ward.    

*All  other passports  - Europe,  Africa, Middle East and Asia, The Americas and the Caribbean, 

Antarctica.

Europe: Ireland, 

8.8%

Europe:  EU 
Member countries, 

51.2%

Europe:  Rest of Europe, 

2.7%

Africa, 

9.7%

Middle East and Asia , 

20.9%

The Americas and the 
Caribbean: Central and South 

America, 5.0%

Antarctica and 
Oceania, including 

Australasia, 

1.8%
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SURREY HEATH BOROUGH COUNCIL 

RANKED WARD 

United 
Kingdom 
% 

1 ST PAULS  87.80% 

2 HEATHERSIDE  86.60% 

3 LIGHTWATER 86.10% 

4 BISLEY & WEST END 83.30% 

5 
WINDLESHAM & 
CHOBHAM 82.20% 

6 MYTCHETT & DEEPCUT 81.10% 

7 BAGSHOT  80.90% 

8 PARKSIDE  80.40% 

9 FRIMLEY GREEN  79.70% 

10 WATCHETTS  73.50% 

11 FRIMLEY  72.10% 

12 TOWN  68.60% 

13 OLD DEAN  67.80% 

14 ST MICHAELS  65.60% 

 

RANKED WARD 
Europe: 
Ireland 

1 TOWN  1.20% 

2 OLD DEAN 1.10% 

3 ST PAULS 0.80% 

3 BAGSHOT 0.80% 

5 
WINDLESHAM & 
CHOBHAM 0.70% 

5 FRIMLEY 0.70% 

5 LIGHTWATER  0.70% 

8 PARKSIDE 0.60% 

8 WATCHETTS  0.60% 

10 
MYTCHETT & 
DEEPCUT 0.50% 

10 FRIMLEY GREEN 0.50% 

10 BISLEY & WEST END 0.50% 

13 HEATHERSIDE 0.40% 

13 ST MICHAELS 0.40% 

RANKED WARD 
ALL Other 

passports* 

1 ST MICHAELS 12.80% 

2 TOWN  12.00% 

3 FRIMLEY 10.10% 

4 OLD DEAN 9.10% 

5 WATCHETTS  8.90% 

6 PARKSIDE 7.30% 

7 FRIMLEY GREEN 6.30% 

8 BAGSHOT 5.60% 

9 
WINDLESHAM & 
CHOBHAM 5.00% 

10 BISLEY & WEST END 4.80% 

11 
MYTCHETT & 
DEEPCUT 4.70% 

12 HEATHERSIDE 4.40% 

13 ST PAULS 3.80% 

13 LIGHTWATER  3.80% 

 

RANKED WARD 

No 
passport 
held 

1 OLD DEAN 12.90% 

2 
MYTCHETT & 
DEEPCUT 9.00% 

3 ST MICHAELS 8.30% 

4 WATCHETTS  8.10% 

5 FRIMLEY GREEN 7.20% 

5 BAGSHOT 7.20% 

5 
WINDLESHAM & 
CHOBHAM 7.10% 

8 FRIMLEY 7.00% 

9 BISLEY & WEST END 6.70% 

10 TOWN  6.20% 

11 LIGHTWATER  5.60% 

12 PARKSIDE 4.40% 

13 HEATHERSIDE 4.20% 



  

 

  

LAST UPDATED:  09 FEBRUARY 2023 

 

SURREY HEATH BOROUGH COUNCIL 

www.surreyheath.gov.uk 

 

 

SURREY HEATH BOROUGH COUNCIL 

LENGTH OF RESIDENCE 
Surrey Heath:  Year of Arrival in UK graph 

Surrey Heath:  Length of Residence in UK (excluding those born in the UK) 
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MIGRANT INDICATOR 
 

This dataset provides Census 2021 estimates that classify usual residents Surrey Heath by 

migrant indicator. The migration indicator classifies people based on the difference between 

their current address and their address one year ago. It provides an indicator of the movement 

of people within the UK and from outside the UK, in the one-year period before the census. 

Surrey Heath:  Migrant Indicator 

Address one year ago is the same as 

the address of enumeration 

Address one year ago is student term-

time or boarding school address in the 

UK 

  

 

Migrant from within the UK: Address 

one year ago was in the UK 

Migrant from outside the UK: Address 

one year ago was outside the UK 

  
 

  

80,540 253 

776 8,053 



 Page 34 of 82 

   

 

 

 

SURREY HEATH BOROUGH COUNCIL 

www.surreyheath.gov.uk 

 

NATIONAL IDENTITY 
 

England and Wales 

Someone’s national identity is a self-determined assessment of their own identity; it could be the 

country or countries where they feel they belong or think of as home. It is not dependent on 

ethnic group or citizenship. 

This question allows respondents to select all identities that apply. The term "only" is used to 

refer to respondents classified with a single national identity. 

Out of all those who selected only a non-UK national identity, the most common response 

was “Polish” only (1.0%, 593,000). This was also the most common response in 2011 (when 

1.1%, or 593,000, selected a “Polish” only 

identity). 

The largest increase was for those who chose a 

“Romanian” only identity, which rose to 0.8% 

(477,000) in 2021 from 0.1% (73,000) in 2011. This 

made Romanian the second most common 

non-UK identity, up from sixteenth in 2011.  

Census 2021 data on international 

migration and language show similar between-

census increases in the Romanian population and 

those who have Romanian as a main language.  

These increases are likely driven by working 

restrictions for Romanian citizens being lifted in 

2014. 

In 2011, the second most common non-UK only identity was “Irish”, at 0.6% (349,000). The 

2021 data show a decrease to 0.5% (300,000), making it the fourth most common. The decline 

of almost 50,000 was the greatest decrease for any non-UK identity. 

 

 

Source: Office for National 

Statistics – Census 2021 

How would you describe your national identity? 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/internationalmigration/bulletins/internationalmigrationenglandandwales/census2021
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/internationalmigration/bulletins/internationalmigrationenglandandwales/census2021
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/culturalidentity/language/bulletins/languageenglandandwales/census2021
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This dataset provides Census 2021 estimates that classify usual residents in Surrey by their 

national identity.   

Surrey Local Authorities:  National Identities table 

Respondents could select more than one national identity. 

Area name 

One or more 

UK identity 

only 

(number) 

UK identity 

and non-UK 

identity 

(number) 

Non-UK 

identity 

only 

(number) 

One or more 

UK identity 

only 

(percent) 

UK identity 

and non-UK 

identity 

(percent) 

Non-UK 

identity 

only 

(percent) 

Elmbridge 118,938 4,831 14,985 85.7% 3.5% 10.8% 

Epsom and 

Ewell 
69,946 2,614 8,379 86.4% 3.2% 10.4% 

Guildford 124,013 4,166 15,470 86.3% 2.9% 10.8% 

Mole Valley 80,355 1,795 5,238 92.0% 2.1% 6.0% 

Reigate and 

Banstead 
134,760 3,425 12,660 89.3% 2.3% 8.4% 

Runnymede 75,590 2,487 10,003 85.8% 2.8% 11.4% 

Spelthorne 89,154 2,551 11,252 86.6% 2.5% 10.9% 

Surrey Heath 81,657 2,011 6,787 90.3% 2.2% 7.5% 

Tandridge 81,854 1,534 4,488 93.1% 1.7% 5.1% 

Waverley 117,174 3,108 7,944 91.4% 2.4% 6.2% 

Woking 87,284 3,572 13,087 84.0% 3.4% 12.6% 
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Surrey Heath:  National Identities table 

Respondents could select more than one national identity. 

No National Identity  Observation 

1 UK Identity  83,566 92.38% 

2 Other identity only:  European: EU Countries 3,283 3.63% 

3 Other identity only: Middle Eastern and Asian 1,841 2.04% 

4 Other identity only:  African 606 0.67% 

5 Other identity only (Guernsey, Jersey, IoM, Channel 

Islands, Irish Only, Irish and 1 UK identity) 
578 0.64% 

6 Other identity only: American and Caribbean 360 0.40% 

7 Other identity only: Antarctician and Oceanian (i.e. 

Australia, New Zealand) 
147 0.16% 

8 Other identity only: Other 80 0.09% 

 

Surrey Heath:  National Identity (excluding UK Identity) graph 

 

 

Other idenity only 
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Other identity only: 

Middle Eastern and 
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American and Carribean, 
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ETHNICITY 
 

The ethnic group question has two stages. Firstly, a person identifies through one of the 

following five high-level ethnic groups: 

  - Asian, Asian British, Asian Welsh 

  -Black, Black British, Black Welsh, Caribbean or African 

  -Mixed or Multiple 

  -White 

  -Other ethnic group 

Secondly, a person identifies through one of the 19 available response options, which include 

categories with write-in response options. 

Surrey Local Authorities:  Ethnicity White group 

English, Welsh, Scottish, Northern Irish or British 

 

Surrey Heath:  Ethnic Group of Usual Residents (2011 vs 2021) graph % 
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“What is your ethnic group?” 
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Surrey Heath:  Ethnic Groups (2011 vs 2021) 

Ethnic group 2011 2021 % difference 

White: English, Welsh, Scottish, Northern Irish or British 73,179 70,473  3.7% 

White: Other White 3,523 5,295  50.3 % 

Asian, Asian British or Asian Welsh: Indian 1,713 2,941  71.8% 

Asian, Asian British or Asian Welsh: Other Asian 2,176 2,760  26.8% 

Asian, Asian British or Asian Welsh: Pakistani 667 1,290  93.4% 

Other ethnic group: Any other ethnic group 392 1,250  218.87% 

Mixed or Multiple ethnic groups: White and Asian 696 963  38.4% 

Black, Black British, Black Welsh, Caribbean or African: 

African 
528 953  80.5% 

White: Irish 828 837  1% 

Mixed or Multiple ethnic groups: Other Mixed or Multiple 

ethnic groups 
389 758  94.9% 

Asian, Asian British or Asian Welsh: Chinese 535 592  10.6% 

Mixed or Multiple ethnic groups: White and Black Caribbean 370 476  28.6% 

Asian, Asian British or Asian Welsh: Bangladeshi 298 474  59.1% 

Other ethnic group: Arab 184 360  95.6% 

Black, Black British, Black Welsh, Caribbean or African: 

Caribbean 
253 292  15.4% 

Mixed or Multiple ethnic groups: White and Black African 171 263  53.8% 

White: Gypsy or Irish Traveller 162 201  24.1% 

Black, Black British, Black Welsh, Caribbean or African: 

Other Black 
80 183  128.7% 

White: Roma (introduced as an option for 2021 census) 
No 

Data 
95 - - 
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RELIGION    
 

The religion question was voluntary.  90,457 out of 90,500 people (99.95%) from Surrey Heath 

answered this question. 

Elmbridge, Mole Valley and Waverley had the highest percentage of those who answered 

Christian with 52%. 

Epsom and Ewell, Guildford and Woking the lowest percentage of Christians with 48%. 

All Surrey Local Authorities answered ‘Christian’, ‘No Religion’ or ‘Not Answered’ as the Top 3 

answers, apart from Woking where Muslim (9%) came in at third place. 

Epsom and Ewell and Spelthorne had the highest Hindu population (4%) 

Spelthorne highest Sikh population (3%)  

Guildford had the highest percentage of those who answered ‘No Religion’ (40%) 

Surrey Heath:  Religion Count and Percentages table (2011 vs 2021) 

SURREY HEATH COUNT % COUNT % 

RELIGION 2011 2011 2021 2021 

Christian 54,646 63.44% 45,265 50.04% 

No Religion 20,610 23.93% 32,546 35.98% 

Not Answered 6,179 7.17% 5,153 5.70% 

Muslim 1,607 1.87% 2,829 3.13% 

Hindu 1,369 1.59% 2,021 2.23% 

Sikh 483 0.56% 1,054 1.17% 

Buddhist 736 0.85% 951 1.05% 

Other Religion 352 0.41% 496 0.55% 

Jewish 162 0.19% 142 0.16% 

 

“What is your religion?” 
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In 2021, 35.9% of Surrey Heath residents reported having ‘no religion’ up from 23.9% in 2011.  

This rise was the largest increase of all broad religious groups in Surrey Heath.   

Surrey Heath:  Religion Percentage % graph (2021) 
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LANGUAGE   
 

Surrey Heath:  Main Language table 

Main Language No. % 

English 82,147 93.48% 

Welsh or Cymraeg 6 0.01% 

Other UK: Gaelic - Irish, Gaelic - Scottish, Manx Gaelic, Gaelic - not otherwise 

specified, Cornish, Scots, Ulster Scots, Romany, English,, Irish Traveller Cant 
7 0.01% 

French 134 0.15% 

Portuguese 300 0.34% 

Spanish 237 0.27% 

Other European (EU): Italian, German, Polish, Slovak, Czech, Romanian, 

Lithuanian, Latvien, Hungarian, Bulgarian, Greek, Dutch, Swedish, Danish, Finnish, 

Estonian, Slovenian, Maltese, Any other European language 

1,683 1.92% 

Other European (Non-EU): Albanian, Ukranian, Any other Eastern European 

language (non-EU), Northern European language (non-EU) 
62 0.07 

Other European language (EU and non-EU):  Bosnian, Croatian, Serbian, 

and Montenegrin 
11 0.01% 

Russian 104 0.12% 

Turkish 118 0.13% 

Arabic 196 0.22% 

West or Central Asian: Hebrew, Kurdish, Persian or Farsi, Pashto, Any other 

West or Central Asian language 
141 0.16% 

South Asian  

Urdu, Hindi, Panjabi, Pakistani Pahari (with Mirpuri and Potwari), Bengali (with Sylheti 

and Chatgaya), Gujarati, Marathi, Telugu, Tamil, Malayam, Sinhala, Nepalese, Any 

other South Asian language 

2,029 2.31% 

East Asian: Mandarin Chinese, Cantonese Chinese, All other Chinese, Japanese, 

Korean, Vietnamese, Thai, Malay, Tagalog or Filipino, Any other East Asian language 
557 0.63% 

Oceanic or Australian 5 0.01% 

Caribbean Creole: English-based Caribbean Creole, Any other Caribbean Creole 2 0.00% 

African 

Amharic, Tigrinya, Somali, Krio, Akan, Yoruba, Igbo, Swahili or Kiswahili, Luganda, 

Lingala, Shona, Afrikkans, Any other Nigerian language, Any other West African 

language, Any other African Language 

101 0.11% 

Sign language: British Sign Language, Any other sign language, any sign 

communication system 
32 0.04% 

Other language 1 0.00% 

“What is your main language?” 
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England and Wales 

In 2021, 91.1% (52.6 million) of usual residents in England and Wales, aged three years and over, 

had English (English or Welsh in Wales) as a main language (down from 92.3%, or 49.8 million, in 

2011). 

The most common main languages, other than English (English or Welsh in Wales), were:  

➢ Polish 1.1%, (612,000) 

➢ Romanian (0.8%, 472,000) 

➢ Panjabi (0.5%, 291,000) 

➢ Urdu (0.5%, 270,000) 
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Surrey Heath:  Household Language table 

The dataset provides Census 2021 estimates that classify households in England and Wales by 

the combination of adults and children within a household that have English in England (or 

Welsh in Wales) as a main language. 

Household language (English) 
Number of 

Households 

All adults in household have English as main language 33,051 

At least one but not all adults in household have English 1,426 

No adults in household, but at least one person aged 3 to 15 years, 

has English as main language 
396 

No people in household have English as main language 1,133 

 

    

All adults in household 

have English as main 

language 

At least one but not all 

adults in household 

have English 

No adults in household, 

but at least one person 

aged 3 to 15 years, has 

English as main 

language 

No people in household 

have English as main 

language 

91.7% 3.9% 1.1% 3.1% 

Surrey Heath:  Multiple Main Languages in Household table 

This provides estimates that classify households in Surrey Heath by the combination of 

household members speaking the same or different main languages.  

Multiple Main Language Number  

All household members have the same main language 25,022 

One person in household 9,067 

Main language differs within partnerships 796 

Any other combination of multiple main languages 579 

Main language differs between generations, but not within partnerships 542 
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This dataset provides estimates that classify usual residents in Surrey Heath by their proficiency 

in English.  

Surrey Heath:  Proficiency in English Language table 

This dataset provides Census 2021 estimates that classify usual residents in Surrey Heath by 

their proficiency in English 

Proficiency in English language:   
How well can you speak English? 

People 

Main language is English 82,147 

Main language is not English: Can speak English very well 3,125  

Main language is not English: Can speak English well 1,769   

Main language is not English: Cannot speak English well 686  

Main language is not English: Cannot speak English 150   

Surrey Heath:  Proficiency in English: ‘How well can you speak English? 

Of the 5,730 people in Surrey Heath whose main language is not English:        

  

 

 

 

 

                                                              

 

 

 

  

54.5%  
can speak 

English very 

well 

 

30.8%  
can speak 

English well 

11.9%  
cannot 

speak 

English well 

 

2.6%  
cannot speak 

English  
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ECONOMIC ACTIVITY STATUS 
People in and out of work covering employment, unemployment, hours worked and 

employment history.  

These questions asked everyone aged 16 years and over whether they were working or looking 

for work in the week before Census 2021. 

There are three main types of economic activity status: 

  - economically active: in employment (an employee or self-employed) 

  - economically active: unemployed (those who were looking for work and could start    

 within two weeks, or waiting to start a job that had been offered and accepted) 

  -economically inactive (those who did not have a job between 15 March and 21 March 

 2021 and had not looked for work between 22 February and 21 March 2021 or could not 

 start work within two weeks) 

The economically active population includes people who were put on furlough at the time of 

Census 2021, who were considered to be temporarily away from work.  

Surrey Heath:  Percentage of usual residents aged 16 years and over who were 

economically active and in employment (2011 vs 2021) 
Source: Office for National Statistics – Census 2021 

 

The percentage of people 

in an area who were 

economically active and in 

employment is likely to 

have been related to the 

age profile of the usual 

resident population.  
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Surrey Local Authorities: Usual residents aged 16 years and over who were 

economically active and in employment (2011 vs 2021) 

Surrey Local 

Authority Area 

Economically 

active:  

In employment  

(including full-

time students),  

2011 

(number) 

Economically 

active:  

In employment  

(including full-

time students),  

2021 

(number) 

Economically 

active:  

In employment  

(including full-

time students),  

2011 

(percent) 

Economically 

active:  

In employment  

(including full-time 

students),  

2021 

(percent) 

Economically active:  

In employment  

(including full-time 

students) 

(percentage point 

change 2011 to 2021)  

Elmbridge 65,279 66,980 63.4 61.6 -1.8 

Epsom and 

Ewell 
38,273 39,910 63.4 61.8 -1.6 

Guildford 70,500 69,774 62.6 58.5 -4.2 

Mole Valley 42,785 42,342 61.5 58.5 -3 

Reigate and 

Banstead 
71,716 75,124 64.8 62.5 -2.2 

Runnymede 40,985 42,456 61.5 58.4 -3.1 

Spelthorne 50,484 51,540 64.6 61.8 -2.8 

Surrey 

Heath 
45,303 45,364 65.4 61.5 -3.9 

Tandridge 42,142 42,576 63 60.1 -2.9 

Waverley 59,760 60,725 61.3 58.6 -2.7 

Woking 51,673 52,744 65.3 63.6 -1.7 

Woking has the highest percentage of ‘Economically active (in employment, including full-time 

students)’ with 63.6% and Runnymede the lowest, 58.4%.   

Surrey Heath ‘Economically active (in employment, including full-time students)’ fell from 

45,303 (65.4%) in 2011 to 45,364 (61.5%) in 2021, a drop of 3.9%.  

Surrey Local Authorities: Economically active: In employment (including full-

time students) graph (2011 vs 2021) 
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Surrey Local Authorities:  Economically active: In employment (including full-

time students)  (percentage point change 2011 to 2021) graph 

 

 

Surrey Heath: Economically active and unemployed, usual residents aged 16 

years and over 

  

Source: Office for National Statistics – Census 2021 
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The economically active population includes people who were put on furlough at 

the time of Census 2021, who were considered to be temporarily away from work. 

Economically Active:  In Employment 

• An employee (those who did paid work for private individual, organisation or business). 

• Self-employed or freelance (those who owned and operated their own business, 

professional practice, or similar enterprise) 

Economically Inactive  

• Not looking for work/ looking for work, but were not able to start work in the next 

two weeks. (i.e. retired, whether receiving a pension or not), studying, looking after 

home or family, long term sick or disabled, another reason. 

Does not apply 

• Under 16 years - Children  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In employment: 
Employee, 36,646

In employment: 
Self-employed , 

7,761

Unemployed, 
1,784

In employment: 
Employee, 897

In employment: Self-
employed , 60

Unemployed
, 299

“In your main job, what is (was) your employment status?” 

Surrey Heath:  
Economically Active 

Full and Part-Time Employees (exc. 

Full-Time Students) 

Surrey Heath: Economically Active  

Full and Part-time Students 
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SURREY HEATH BOROUGH COUNCIL 

Economic activity status No. 

Economically active (excluding full-time students): In employment: Employee: Part-time 8,342 

Economically active (excluding full-time students): In employment: Employee: Full-time 28,304 

Economically active (excluding full-time students): In employment: Self-employed with 

employees: Part-time 
245 

Economically active (excluding full-time students): In employment: Self-employed with 

employees: Full-time 
889 

Economically active (excluding full-time students): In employment: Self-employed without 

employees: Part-time 
2,985 

Economically active (excluding full-time students): In employment: Self-employed without 

employees: Full-time 
3,642 

Economically active (excluding full-time students): Unemployed: Seeking work or waiting to 

start a job already obtained: Available to start working within 2 weeks 
1,784 

Economically active and a full-time student: In employment: Employee: Part-time 763 

Economically active and a full-time student: In employment: Employee: Full-time 134 

Economically active and a full-time student: In employment: Self-employed with employees: 

Part-time 
8 

Economically active and a full-time student: In employment: Self-employed with employees: 

Full-time 
0 

Economically active and a full-time student: In employment: Self-employed without 

employees: Part-time 
41 

Economically active and a full-time student: In employment: Self-employed without 

employees: Full-time 
11 

Economically active and a full-time student: Unemployed: Seeking work or waiting to start a 

job already obtained: Available to start working within 2 weeks 
299 

Economically inactive: Retired 16,939 

Economically inactive: Student 2,804 

Economically Inactive: Looking after home or family 3,069 

Economically inactive: Long-term sick or disabled 1,594 

Economically inactive: Other 1,932 

Does not apply (i.e. children) 16,669 
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Surrey Heath:  Economically Active graphs 
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Surrey Heath:  Economically Inactive 

Retired Student Looking after home or family Long-term sick or disabled 

 
   

16,939 2,804 3,069 1,594 

Surrey Heath: Top 10 Industries table 

No  Industry Number 

1  Human health activities 4,322 

2  Education 4,102 

3  Retail trade, except of motor vehicles and motorcycles 3,889 

4 
 Construction of buildings; Civil engineering; Specialised construction 

activities 
3,607 

5  Computer programming, consultancy and related activities 2,937 

6 
 

Public administration and defence; compulsory social security 2,718 

7  Food and beverage service activities 1,528 

8  Social work activities without accommodation 1,474 

9  Services to buildings and landscape activities 1,208 

10  Wholesale trade, except of motor vehicles and motorcycles 1,057 
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Surrey Heath:  Types of work people do as their main job 

 

 

 

  

Managers, directors 

and senior officials, 

8,378

Professional 

occupations, 10,390

Associate professional 

and technical 

occupations, 7,054

Administrative and 

secretarial 

occupations, 4,490

Skilled trades 

occupations, 3,889

Caring, leisure and 

other service 
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Sales and customer 
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TRAVEL TO WORK 

England & Wales 

In 2021, 27.8 million usual residents aged 16 and over were in employment during the week 

leading up to Census Day.   

The Census 2021 took place during the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, a period of 

unparalleled and rapid change; the national lockdown, associated guidance and furlough 

measures will have affected the travel to work topic 

The most selected mode of travel to work in England and Wales was driving a car or a van 

(45.1%, 12.5 million of all usual residents aged 16 years and over in employment). 

England & Wales:  Method used to travel to work, usual residents aged 16 and 

over in employment graph 2021 

 

“How do you usually travel to work?” 
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Surrey Heath:  Method used to travel to work (2011 vs 2021) table 

 
Method of 
travel to work 

2011 2021 
  Method of 

travel to work 
2011 2021 

 

Driving a car or 
van 

28,601  20,502 
 

 

Bus, minibus, 
coach 

1,385 

 
521 

 

Work mainly from 
home 

6,317  18,509 
 

 
Bicycle 

890 

 
484 

 
On Foot 3,060  2,634 

 

 

Motorcycle, 
scooter/moped 

- 190 

 

Passenger in 
car/van 

1,989  1,308 
 

 
Taxi - 92 

 

Other - (no fixed 
place, offshore or 
outside UK 

662  407 

 

 
Underground/ 
metro/light rail 

- 35 

 
Train 1,319  681 

     

 

Surrey Heath:  Method used to Travel to Work (2011 vs 2021) graph % 
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DISTANCE TRAVELLED TO WORK  

Respondents aged 16 years and over who were in employment and stated that their main place 

of work was a workplace or a depot were asked for their workplace address, from which the 

distance they travelled to work was calculated. 

Surrey Heath:  Distance Travelled to Work graph 
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WORKING FROM HOME 

England & Wales  

Around 30%, worked mainly at or from home in 2021 in England (31.5%) and in Wales (25.6%). 

In England, the regional percentages of people who worked mainly at or from home ranged 

from 24.8% in the North East to 42.1% in London. 

 
Area name Number Percent % 

1 
Elmbridge 35,983 53.7% 

2 
Epsom and Ewell 17,930 44.9% 

3 
Guildford 30,814 44.2% 

4 
Mole Valley 19,379 45.8% 

5 
Reigate and Banstead 31,589 42.0% 

6 
Runnymede 16,530 38.9% 

7 
Spelthorne 18,497 35.9% 

8 
Surrey Heath 18,509 40.8% 

9 
Tandridge 18,441 43.3% 

10 
Waverley 28,929 47.6% 

11 
Woking 23,570 44.7% 

 

 

Surrey Heath:  Number of hours worked per week 

      

        
 

  

FULL TIME: 31 to 48 hours worked 

27,139 

FULL-TIME: 49 or more hours worked 

5,840 

PART-TIME:  16 to 30 hours worked 

7,725 
 

PART-TIME:  15 hours or less worked 

4,659 

“In your main job, how many hours a week do you usually work?” 
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INDUSTRY 

England and Wales 

In England and Wales, there were 27.8 million usual residents aged 16 years and over in 

employment in the week before Census Day, 21 March 2021 (57.2% of all usual residents aged 

16 years and over). 

The broad industries that employed the largest numbers of people in England and Wales at the 

time of Census 2021 were: 

 - wholesale, retail and motor trade (15.0% of usual residents aged 16 years and over in 

 employment, 4.2 million) 

 - human health and social work activities (14.7%, 4.1 million) 

 - education (9.8%, 2.7 million) 

 - construction (8.7%, 2.4 million) 

 - manufacturing (7.3%, 2.0 million) 

England & Wales:  Top 10 industry divisions in 2021 with 2011 figures for 

comparison, usual residents aged 16 years and over in Employment 

  

Source: Office for National Statistics – Census 2021 

The top 10 industry 

divisions within England 

and Wales remained 

relatively unchanged. 
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OCCUPATION 

In Census 2021, respondents aged 16 years and over were asked for their full job titles (for 

their main job, or if not working their last main job) and the main activity of their employer.  

The data published with this statistical bulletin include occupational data broken down into 104 

minor groups. These can be combined into the following nine high-level occupational categories: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Managers, Directors And Senior Officials (minor groups including production managers and 

directors; managers and directors in retail and wholesale; chief executives and senior 

officials) 

Professional Occupations (minor groups including teaching and other educational 

professionals; information technology professionals; nursing and midwifery professionals) 

Associate Professional And Technical Occupations (minor groups including sales, 

marketing and related associate professionals; artistic, literary and media occupations; welfare 

and housing associate professionals)  

Administrative And Secretarial Occupations (minor groups including secretarial and 

related occupations; administrative occupations in finance) 

Skilled Trades Occupations (minor groups including construction and building trades; food 

preparation and hospitality trades; agricultural and related trades) 

Caring, Leisure And Other Service Occupations (minor groups including caring personal 

services; teaching and childcare support occupations; hairdressers and related services) 

Sales And Customer Service Occupations (minor groups including sales assistants and 

retail cashiers; customer service occupations) 

 
Process, Plant And Machine Operatives (minor groups including road transport drivers; 

process operatives) 

Elementary Occupations (minor groups including elementary cleaning occupations; 

elementary storage occupations) 
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This dataset provides estimates that classify usual residents aged 16 years and over in 

employment the week before the census in Surrey Heath by occupation. 

Surrey Heath: Top 20 Industries and Occupations table 

Ranked Occupation Number 

1 Functional Managers and Directors 2,903 

2 Sales, Marketing and Related Associate Professionals 1,960 

3 Sales Assistants and Retail Cashiers 1,767 

4 Information Technology Professionals 1,737 

5 Caring Personal Services 1,530 

6 Managers and Proprietors in Other Services 1,445 

7 Teaching and other Educational Professionals 1,384 

8 Production Managers and Directors 1,203 

9 Secretarial and Related Occupations 1,179 

10 Other Administrative Occupations 1,130 

11 Nursing and Midwifery Professionals 1,111 

12 Road Transport Drivers 1,026 

13 Construction and Building Trades 1,016 

14 Teaching and Childcare Support Occupations 1,014 

15 Other Elementary Services Occupations 920 

16 Administrative Occupations: Finance 896 

17 Managers and Directors in Retail and Wholesale 889 

18 Finance Professionals 834 

19 Protective Service Occupations 794 

20 Engineering Professionals 759 
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HOUSING 

Tenure 
Tenure is whether a household rents or owns the accommodation that it occupies.   

There was a decrease in owned properties (owned outright/with a mortgage/loan or shared 

ownership) in Surrey Heath in 2021 compared to 2011 from 77.62% to 75.02%, and an increase 

in rented properties (social rented, private rented, live rent free) from 22.38% in 2011 to 

24.98% in 2021) 

Three quarters of Surrey Heath either owned their house outright or with a mortgage whilst a 

quarter rented.   

44% of Surrey Heath’s homes are detached, 25% are semi-detached, 12% Terraced and 15% 

Flats. 

Surrey Heath: Tenure – Owned and Rented 2011 vs 2021 

  

 

• Mole Valley had the highest percentage of properties owned outright with 40.8% 

• Reigate and Banstead had the highest percentage within Surrey owned with a mortgage, 

loan or shared ownership with 39% 

• Runnymede had the highest percentage of residents who rented (social rented) with  

12.9%  

• Woking the highest percentage of Private rented or those who live rent free 21.2% 

 

 

OWNED/ 
MORTGAGE %, 

77.62%

RENTED %, 

22.38%

2011

OWNED/ 
MORTGAGE %, 

75.02%

RENTED %, 

24.98%

2021
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Surrey Heath: Tenure comparison between 2011 and 2021 

 
 

Surrey Heath: Accommodation Type
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This dataset provides Census 2021 estimates that classify usual residents in England and Wales 

by whether they resided in households and communal establishments. People who completed 

the normal household questionnaire were recorded as living in a household. Those who 

completed an individual questionnaire were asked if they lived in a household or a communal 

establishment. 

Surrey Heath: Residence Type 

 

Surrey Local Authorities:  Lives in a household 

 

Surrey Local Authorities:  Lives in a communal establishment

 

Lives in a 
household, 

88,901

Lives in a 
communal 

establishment, 

1,552

94.2%
95.6%

97.0%
97.8% 97.9% 98.3% 98.5% 98.9% 98.9% 99.3% 99.3%

0.7% 0.7%
1.1%
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Rooms, bedrooms, and occupancy 
A room can be any room in a dwelling apart from bathrooms, toilets, halls or landings, kitchens, 

conservatories or utility rooms. All other rooms, for example, living rooms, studies, bedrooms, 

separate dining rooms and rooms that can only be used for storage are included. If two rooms 

have been converted into one, they are counted as one room. 

The number of rooms is recorded by address, this means that for households living in a shared 

dwelling the number of rooms are counted for the whole dwelling and not the individual 

household. 

This definition is based on the Valuation Office Agency’s (VOA) definition. 

Census 2021 used Valuation Office Agency (VOA) data to count the number of rooms in a 

dwelling.  This was instead of asking the question on the census form.  

Please note that the VOA method for counting number of rooms differs in several ways from 

the method used in the 2011 Census.   

Across England and Wales: 

• 10.9% (2.7 million) of households had one or two rooms, 

• 74.1% (18.4 million) had three, four or five rooms,  

• 13.9% (3.5 million) had six, seven or eight rooms and; 

• 1.1% (278,000) had nine or more rooms 

Surrey Heath 

Number of Rooms  

 

Number of Rooms %  
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Rooms, bedrooms, and occupancy 

England and Wales 

The data show that the proportion of households with one, two, or three bedrooms decreased 

across the past decade, whereas the proportion with four or more bedrooms increased: 

• 11.4% (2.8 million) of households had one bedroom (down from 11.8%, 2.8 million in 

2011) 

• 27.1% (6.7 million) had two bedrooms (down from 27.6%, 6.5 million in 2011) 

• 40.4% (10.0 million) had three bedrooms (down from 41.6%, 9.7 million in 2011) 

• 21.1% (5.2 million) had four or more bedrooms (up from 19.0%, 4.4 million in 2011) 

The percentage of households that had three bedrooms was higher in Wales (48.0%) than in 

England (40.0%), whereas the percentage of households with four or more bedrooms was 

slightly higher in England (21.1%) than in Wales (20.6%).

Surrey Heath Number of Bedrooms 

 

Surrey Heath Number of Bedrooms % 
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Overcrowding and under-occupancy  

Occupancy rating provides a measure of whether a household’s accommodation is overcrowded 

or under-occupied. 

An occupancy rating of negative 1 or less implies that a household has fewer bedrooms than the 

standard requirement, positive 1 implies that they have more bedrooms than required, and 0 

implies that they met the standard required. 

England and Wales 

Across England and Wales as a whole, 4.3% of households (1.1 million) had fewer bedrooms 

than required, down from 4.5% (1.1 million) in 2011. Some 26.5% (6.6 million) of households 

had the required number of bedrooms, and the remaining 69.2% (17.2 million) of households 

had more bedrooms than required. 

Surrey Heath: Bedroom Occupancy Rating % 

 

Conversely, the proportion of households that had more bedrooms than required was higher in 

Wales (76.3%, 1.0 million) than it was in England (68.8%, 16.1 million). 
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Central Heating 

England and Wales 

The vast majority of households across England and Wales reported that they had central 

heating in 2021 (98.5%, 24.4 million). However, 1.5% (367,000) of households had no central 

heating. 

The most common responses were, mains gas (73.8%, 18.3 million), two or more types of 

central heating (not including renewable energy; 8.5%, 2.1 million) and electric (8.5%, 2.1 

million). 

Surrey Heath:  Types of Heating 

 Type of central heating in household  Number 

1 Mains gas only 29,403 

2 Two or more types of central heating (not including renewable energy) 2,868 

3 Electric only 2,555 

4 Tank or bottled gas only 289 

5 No central heating 254 

6 Two or more types of central heating (including renewable energy) 183 

7 Other central heating only 167 

8 Oil only 118 

9 District or communal heat networks only 96 

10 Renewable energy only 60 

11 Wood only 10 

12 Solid fuel only 6 
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Surrey Heath:  Purpose of Second Address 

86,193 of usual Surrey Heath residents did not have a second address.  Of those who did have a 

second  address the purpose is listed below.    

 

Surrey Heath:  Car or Van availability 

This dataset provides Census 2021 estimates on the number of cars or vans available to 

members of households for Surrey Heath. The estimates are as at Census Day, 21 March 2021. 

NO 

cars or vans in 

household 

1 

car or van in household 

2 
cars or vans in 

household 

3 or more 

cars or vans in household 

 
   

3,562 12,347 13,784 6,315 
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GENDER IDENTITY 
 

 

Gender identity refers to a person’s sense of their own gender, whether male, female or 

another category such as non-binary. This may or may not be the same as their sex registered 

at birth. 

The question on gender identity was new for Census 2021. It was added to provide the first 

official data on the size of the transgender population in England and Wales.  

The question was voluntary and was only asked of people aged 16 years and over. People were 

asked “Is the gender you identify with the same as your sex registered at birth?”, and had the 

option of selecting either “Yes”, or selecting “No” and writing in their gender identityI. 

Surrey Heath:  Is the gender you identify with the same as your sex registered at 

birth? 

 

     

 

Gender identity 

ENGLAND AND 
WALES 

SURREY HEATH 

Number 
Per 
cent 

Number Per cent 

Gender identity the same as sex registered at 

birth 
45,389,635 93.46% 70,223 95.17% 

Gender identity different from sex registered 

at birth but no specific identity given 
117,775 0.24% 109 0.15% 

Trans woman 47,572 0.10 42 0.06% 

Trans man 48,435 0.10 52 0.7% 

Non-binary 30,257 0.06 33 0.04% 

All other gender identities 18,074 0.04 19 0.3% 

Not answered 2,914,625 6.00 3,306 4.48% 

95.17%

93.46%

Surrey Heath England and
Wales

0.35%

0.54%

Surrey Heath England and
Wales

4.48%
6.00%

Surrey Heath England and
Wales

NOT ANSWERED 

“Is the gender you identify with the same as you sex registered at birth?” 

YES NO 
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TOTAL 48,566,373 100% 73,784 100.0% 

Surrey Heath: Breakdown of Gender Identity of those who answered ‘No’ to 

question above 

 

  

Gender identity 
different from sex 
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no specific identity 

given, 

109

Trans woman, 

42

Trans man, 
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SEXUAL ORIENTATION 
 

 

 

 

Sexual orientation is an umbrella term covering sexual identity, attraction, and behaviour. For an 

individual respondent, these may not be the same. For example, someone in an opposite-sex 

relationship may also experience same-sex attraction, and vice versa. This means the statistics 

should be interpreted purely as showing how people responded to the question, rather than 

being about whom they are attracted to or their actual relationships. 

The question on sexual orientation was new for Census 2021. They previously collected data on 

sexual orientation through the Annual Population Survey (APS), but including the question on 

the census questionnaire enables a much more detailed understanding of sexual orientation in 

England and Wales. The data will meet the needs for better quality information on the LGB+ 

population (“gay or lesbian”, “bisexual” or “other sexual orientation”) for monitoring and 

supporting anti-discrimination duties under the Equality Act 2010. 

The question was voluntary and was only asked of people aged 16 years and over. People were 

asked “Which of the following best describes your sexual orientation?”. The different sexual 

orientations that people could choose from included: 

• straight or heterosexual 

• gay or lesbian 

• bisexual 

• other sexual orientation 

If they selected “Other sexual orientation”, they were asked to write in the sexual orientation 

with which they identified. 

In total, 44.9 million people answered the question (92.5% of the population aged 16 years and 

over in England and Wales). 

  

“Which of the following describes your sexual orientation? 

- Straight/Heterosexual 

- Gay or Lesbian 

- Bisexual 

- Other sexual orientation (specify)” 
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Surrey Heath:  Sexual Orientation 
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EDUCATION 

Education - England and Wales 
The number of schoolchildren and full-time students in England and Wales has increased.  

Residents of England and Wales aged 16 years and over (48.6 million) were asked to record any 

qualifications (including academic, vocational, and professional qualifications) they had achieved 

in England, Wales or worldwide. This is used to calculate the highest level of qualification (so, 

the highest level of qualification that an individual reported irrespective of previous qualifications 

listed) using the following categories: 

• no qualifications: no formal qualifications 

• Level 1: one to four GCSE passes (grade A* to C or grade 4 and above) and any other 

GCSEs at other grades, or equivalent qualifications 

• Level 2: five or more GCSE passes (grade A* to C or grade 4 and above) or equivalent 

qualifications 

• apprenticeships 

• Level 3: two or more A Levels or equivalent qualifications 

• Level 4 or above: Higher National Certificate, Higher National Diploma, Bachelor's 

degree, or post-graduate qualifications 

• other qualifications, of unknown level 

Area name Schoolchildren 

and full-time 

students, 2011  

(number) 

Schoolchildren 

and full-time 

students, 2021  

(number) 

Schoolchildren 

and full-time 

students, 2011  

(percent) 

Schoolchildren 

and full-time 

students, 2021  

(percent) 

England and 

Wales 

10,767,853 11,508,092 20.5 20.4 

England 10,187,187 10,920,505 20.5 20.4 
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Surrey Heath:  Highest Level of Qualification (16 and over)  

England and Wales vs Surrey Heath 

 

 

 

Surrey Heath:  Highest Level of Qualification (16 and over) % 2011 vs 2021 
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Surrey Heath:  Schoolchildren or full time student indicator 

Are you a schoolchild or student in full-time education? 

 

 

  

Does not apply, 
4478, 

5%

Student,
16069,

18%

Not a student, 
69906, 

77%

“Are you a schoolchild or student in full-time education?” 
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ARMED FORCES 

 

This dataset provides Census 2021 estimates that classify usual residents in Surrey Heath by 

whether or not they have previously served in the UK armed forces 

Surrey Heath:  Previously served in the UK Armed Forces 
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Previously served in UK armed forces

Previously served in UK reserve armed forces

Previously served in both regular and reserve UK armed
forces

“Have you previously served in the UK Armed Forces?” 
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HEALTH, DISABILITY & UNPAID CARE 

Explanation from ONS - Age Standardising Data  

What does this mean and why does it matter? 
“Health, disability and unpaid care, are all closely related to the age of a population. In a more elderly population, 

you would expect poorer health, more disability and more unpaid care. 

Comparing between time periods or two different geographic areas can be problematic as the population’s 

characteristics can vary. For example, we know the number of elderly people in the England and Wales 

population has increased over this period, so would a finding of poorer health in 2021 be directly due to a decline 

in health, or just reflect that the population has aged? 

Similarly, we now know that very good general health has improved between 2011 and 2021, but without 

standardising the data, the extent of health improvements could be masked by poorer health of the older 

population. 

There’s a similar problem when we compare between geographies. We might find that disability prevalence in 

one local authority is much lower than another and conclude that there’s a lower proportion of disabled people in 

the first area. This could be true, but if one of the populations is younger, this finding isn’t necessarily related to 

better health, just a younger age distribution. 

Similarly, two geographical areas may have the same proportion of disabled people for one age group (known as 

the age specific rate) but will have different overall rates if the age structure of the population is different. 

To enable us to make meaningful comparisons of, health, disability and unpaid care outcomes when we compare 

across age groups, over time or between geographies, we age standardise the data. Age-standardised proportions 

(ASPs) take into consideration both population size and age-structure, essentially evening them out so that you 

can compare like with like. 

When using ASPs to compare between local authorities, we can say that the higher proportion of disabled people 

found in Blackpool and Blaenau Gwent is due to a difference in prevalence, rather than, for instance, a difference 

in the age or size of the population.  

Standardised data is valuable to users who would want to understand differences in one area in comparison with 

others. Which areas are doing better or worse? Has health improved or got worse over time? This has 

implications for policy making, holding organisations that spend public money to account, and informing wider 

public debate. 

Of course, there are instances where it is more useful to use non-standardised data. Service providers like GPs, 

social services and local charities are more likely to need to know about the population in their area and what 

proportion have health concerns or a disability. This helps in understanding what needs exist in an area and 

planning service provision to support them. For this reason, we have also published non-standardised data in 

tables accompanying our topic summaries.” 
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Disability 

 

 

 

 

The Census 2021 results about disability include data about the level of disability. 

Levels of disability are closely related to age since older people are more likely to be disabled. 

To overcome the data has been age-standardised. This makes it easier to compare the data 

across age groups, over time and between different geographic areas because it accounts for 

differences in the population size and age structure. 

The identification of disability differs from the 2011 Census question used, which asked "Are 

your day-to-day activities limited because of a health problem or disability which has lasted, or 

expected to last, at least 12 months?". 

The question changed in order to collect data that more closely aligned with the definition of 

disability in the Equality Act (2010). 

Census 2021 was undertaken during the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, which may also 

have influenced how people perceive their health status and activity limitations and therefore 

may affect how people chose to respond. 

Surrey Heath:  Disability Age-Standardised Proportion% 

 

Disabled under the Equality Act: Day-
to-day activities limited a lot

2021
(age-standardised proportion), 

4.8

Disabled under the Equality 
Act: Day-to-day activities 

limited a little
2021

(age-standardised proportion),

8.5%
Not disabled under the Equality 

Act
2021

(age-standardised proportion), 

86.7

“Do you have any physical or mental health conditions or illnesses lasting or 

expected to last 12 months or more?”  

If yes 

"Do any of your conditions or illnesses reduce your ability to carry out day-to-day 

activities?" was asked.  
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Surrey Heath:  Disability: Households where at least one person was identified as 

disabled  (Age-Standardised) 

 

Respondents were asked to asses their general health on a five-point scale:  ‘Very good’, ‘Good’, 

‘Fair’, ‘Bad’, or ‘Very bad’. 

Surrey Heath:  General Health 
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Unpaid Carers 

Unpaid carers are people who look after, or give any help or support to, anyone with long-term 

physical or mental health conditions or illnesses. They could also offer support to anyone with 

problems related to old age, excluding anything they do as part of paid employment. 

The provision of unpaid care is closely related to the age of a population. In a more elderly 

population, you would expect more unpaid care provision. 

Surrey Heath:  Provision of unpaid care, age-standardised proportions % 

 

Surrey Local Authorities:  Provides no unpaid care, age-standardised 

proportions %
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Surrey Local Authorities:  Provides 19 or less hours unpaid care a week 

 age-standardised proportions % 

 

Surrey Local Authorities:  Provides 20 to 49 hours unpaid care a week 

 age-standardised proportions % 

 

Surrey Local Authorities:  Provides 50 or more hours unpaid care a week age-

standardised proportions % 
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CENSUS 2021: RELEASE DATES 

PHASES 

☒ 
Phase 

One 

Census 2021 First Results 

Top Summaries – sets of data, or datasets, from single characteristic of a person or 

household i.e. religion or accommodation type. 

Estimates of number of people and households in England and Wales.  They show the 

number of people by sex and age at local authority level and in age groups of 5 years. 

− Demography and Migration 

− UK Armed Forces Veterans 

− Ethnic Group, National Identity, Language and Religion 

☐ 
Phase 

Two 

Combinations of Census 2021 Data 

In Phase Two you can combine multiple variables from the data published.  A variable 

is a particular characteristic of a person or household, for example, religion or 

accommodation type. 

☐ 
Phase 

Three 

Alternative Census 2021 Population Data 

Find out more about data that will show the different places where individuals were 

counted, smaller groups of the population, the movement of people and microdata. 

− Alternative Population Bases  

− Small Populations 

− Origin-destination or “flow” data  

− Microdata  

June 2022 

☒  First results from Census 2021 in England and Wales 28 June 2022 

☒  Interactive Content from Census 2021 28 June 2022 

August 2022 

☒  Births 9 August 2022 

November 2022 

☒  Demography and Migration 

- Number of Households 

- Average Household Size 

- Number of people in Household 

- Communal Establishments (sheltered 

accommodation, hotels, guest houses, student halls) 

- Married or Civil Partnership Status 

2nd November 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/releases/initialfindingsfromthe2021censusinenglandandwales
https://www.ons.gov.uk/releases/interactivecontentfromcensus2021firstresults
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/livebirths/datasets/birthsummarytables
https://www.ons.gov.uk/releases/demographyandmigrationcensus2021inenglandandwales
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☒  Population and Household Estimates, England and Wales 2 November 2022 

☒  UK Armed Forces Veterans, England and Wales  10 November 2022 

☒  Ethnic Group, Nationality Identity, Language, and Religion 29 November 2022  

December 2022 

☒  Labour Market and Travel to Work 
8 December 2022 

 

January 2023 

    

☒  Housing 5 January 2023 

☒  Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity 
6 January 2023 

 

☒  Education 10 January 2023 

☒  Health, Disability, and Unpaid Care  
19 January 2023 

) 

☒  Ward Data, England and Wales 25 January 2023 

    

 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/census 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates/bulletins/populationandhouseholdestimatesenglandandwales/census2021unroundeddata
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/armedforcescommunity/bulletins/ukarmedforcesveteransenglandandwales/census2021
https://www.ons.gov.uk/releases/ethnicgroupnationalidentitylanguageandreligioncensus2021inenglandandwales
https://www.ons.gov.uk/releases/labourmarketandtraveltoworkcensus2021inenglandandwales
https://www.ons.gov.uk/releases/housingcensus2021inenglandandwales
https://www.ons.gov.uk/releases/sexualorientationandgenderidentitycensus2021inenglandandwales
https://www.ons.gov.uk/releases/educationcensus2021inenglandandwales
https://www.ons.gov.uk/releases/healthdisabilityandunpaidcarecensus2021inenglandandwales
https://www.ons.gov.uk/releases/warddataenglandandwalescensus2021
https://www.ons.gov.uk/census
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